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people stolen it ? And in order to impress them with the enormity of such an offence, it was thought right to hold a solemn inquiry in the orthodox Samoan fashion. So Louis got Mr.
\V------to write out a suitable prayer for him in
Samoan, and a most impressive and touching one I believe it was; and in the evening the whole household was called together in the dining-room. Louis just read the prayer, and then each man and woman in turn came forward and took solemn oath, with one hand on the Bible, that he or she had not taken the pig, and knew nothing whatever of the thief. They all made this declaration with the utmost solemnity and with
every appearance of truth;  as G------ says, if
they were not telling the truth, they would be invaluable (in some cases) as witnesses! I wonder whether we shall ever get the matter cleared up.
The wood for the addition to the house has arrived, and the road from Apia has been alive with black boys and bullock-carts bringing it up to Vailima. Yesterday afternoon the carpenters arrived and took up their abode in the stable; and this morning they are all hard at work, and already (9.30 A.M.) they have put up a wooden shed with an iron roof for use as a workshop, and sawing and hammering are going on briskly.